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It was at Broadway too that Rutherford met two distinguished
generals, -who had served in GallipoH and Palestine, and the conversation
turned on the campaigns of Alexander the Great. Rutherford joined
in the conversation and eventually took the lead and gave an intimate
account of Alexander's campaigns. The secret was that he had an ex-
cellent memory and visualised events so clearly that he could reproduce
a faithful and vivid picture of what he had read long before*
A bare record of facts conveys but a poor idea of the spirit of
enthusiasm and excitement pervading the Cavendish Laboratory at this
period; it was all energised by Rutherford who would often telephone
to some young research student after midnight to learn the results of
an experiment and to discuss its bearings on the new ideas arising from
Chadwick's discovery of the neutron, or Cockcroft and Walton's
artificial transmutations by the bombardment of elements with protons.
Only those who have lived through the experience and have themselves
worked during such an extraordinary epoch of discovery can under-
stand the happy exaltation of spirit due to high success in scientific
research, to which they too have made some contribution. No one
enjoyed all tjiis more than Rutherford.